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ship in New England and had used her oppor-
tunity to intimidate her neighbors. Except for
New Haven, not a colony or group of settlements
but had felt the weight of her claims- Plymouth
and Connecticut had protested against her de-
mands; the Narragansett towns with difficulty
had evaded her attempt to absorb them; and the
settlements at Piscataqua and on the Maine coast
had finally yielded to her jurisdiction. As long
as Cromwell lived and the Government of England
was under Puritan direction, Massachusetts had
little to fear from protests against her; but, with
the Cromwellian regime at an end, she could not
expect from the restored monarchy a favoring or
friendly attitude.

The change in England was not merely one of
government; it was one of policy as well. Even
during the Cromwellian period, Englishmen awoke
to a greater appreciation of the importance of
colonies as assets of the mother country, and
began to realize, in a fashion unknown to the
earlier period, the necessity of extending and
strengthening England's possessions in America.
England was engaged in a desperate commercial
war with Holland, whose vessels had obtained a
monopoly of the carrying trade of the world; and